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Handling platelet transfusions requests for patients with intracranial
bleeds who are on Plavix®

A Blood Bank physician from northern New England asks the following:

How are other colleagues handling platelet transfusions requests for patients with intracranial
bleeds who are on Plavix®? The dilemma is that our neurosurgery colleagues would like the
platelet counts to be above 100,000 for intracranial bleeds or prior to an invasive neurosurgical
procedure. With Plavix® in the background, the patient's platelet count is not meaningful, so many
doses of platelets are requested (at least two does of apheresis platelets and frequently more).
It is not clear what is a sufficient number of doses. Has anyone been successful in developing a
transfusion strategy for this type of bleeding without the use of platelet-aggregometry
assays?

There are Plavix®-sensitive rapid platelet function assays now available, has anyone been
successful in using these assays in developing an algorithm that was found acceptable to their
group?

Advice from other colleagues would be greatly appreciated.

Please submit comments to the e-Network Forum.

Ira A. Shulman, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Editor & Moderator

W. Tait Stevens, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Assistant Editor & Moderator
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Addenda:

The e-Network Forum is supported in part by the California Blood Bank Society (CBBS) and the American Red Cross Blood
Services (ARCBS) and endorses collegial discussion among blood banking and transfusion medicine professionals. However,
neither the CBBS nor the ARCBS in any way endorse the specific views and opinions expressed in the forum. The forum is not
intended as a substitute for medical or legal advice and the content should not be relied upon for any medical or legal purposes.
Readers should make their own determinations as to: (i) what constitutes appropriate medical, technical, and administrative
practices, and (ii) how best to comply with laws and regulations relevant to their questions. For the latter, they should consider
consulting, as to any medical matters, a qualified physician, and, as to any legal matters, an attorney familiar with related state
and federal laws. The user of the forum, by accessing same, assumes all risks arising out of such use and releases CBBS and
their respective members, directors, officers and agents from and against any loss, damage, claim or liability arising out of such
use of the Forum.
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