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Is anyone using a micro titre tube method?

A Charge Technologist from America's Respected Neighbor to the North writes:

We are interested in developing a "micro" titre method (tube) in order to accommodate request
for isohemagglutinin titers on pediatric (low volume) samples. Does anyone currently use
such a method?

The Editors are also interested in hearing from anyone who had tried it and found it to NOT
work.

ADDENDA Feb. 19, 2008

1. A Technical Supervisor of a hospital transfusion service in Arizona reports that her lab
sometimes needs to perform isohemagglutin titers on infants for their BMT program and have
developed a micro tube titer using 0.1 ml. They pipet both saline and patient plasma using
MLA pipets being careful to replace the tip between tubes. Careful mixing prior to transfering
from tube to tube is also important. Then they add 0.1 ml of reagent cells also using the MLA.
They validated the method against traditional master tube methods and had excellent
correlation. Knowing that the smaller volume is more prone to error from minor variations,
they use that method for their CAP antibody titer survey and have had good results.

Please submit comments to the e-Network Forum.

Ira A. Shulman, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Editor & Moderator

W. Tait Stevens, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Assistant Editor & Moderator
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The e-Network Forum is supported in part by the California Blood Bank Society (CBBS) and the American Red Cross Blood
Services (ARCBS) and endorses collegial discussion among blood banking and transfusion medicine professionals. However,
neither the CBBS nor the ARCBS in any way endorse the specific views and opinions expressed in the forum. The forum is not
intended as a substitute for medical or legal advice and the content should not be relied upon for any medical or legal
purposes. Readers should make their own determinations as to: (i) what constitutes appropriate medical, technical, and
administrative practices, and (ii) how best to comply with laws and regulations relevant to their questions. For the latter, they
should consider consulting, as to any medical matters, a qualified physician, and, as to any legal matters, an attorney familiar
with related state and federal laws. The user of the forum, by accessing same, assumes all risks arising out of such use and
releases CBBS and their respective members, directors, officers and agents from and against any loss, damage, claim or
liability arising out of such use of the Forum.
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