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What are the requirements and practices of other blood centers in
California for accepting 16-year old donors?

The Medical Director of a blood bank in Southern California would like to accept 16-year-
old donors at High School blood drives and asks what procedures need to be followed. He is
particularly interested in the wording of California Civil Code §1607.5, which states "... a person
who has attained the age of 15 may consent to the donation of his or her blood ... if he or she has
the written consent of his or her parents or a guardian, and the written authorization of a
physician and surgeon."

He states that he knows of several Blood Banks that accept 16-year old donors by allowing the
collection facility's Medical Director to authorize donations by an approved policy or
standing order that allow RNs on site to authorize these donors.

Has there been any formal determination on this point? What is the practice at other Blood Centers
in California?

ADDENDA June 22, 2008

1. The Director of Donor Services of a blood service in Washington State writes: We plan to
collect automated double red cell products on high school mobiles. We must have signed
parent/guardian permission slips for 16 and 17 y/o donors for whole blood collection. Is a
different permission slip used for automated double red cell collections? Must the parent
sign the consent form for the ADRC collection? The logistics seem a little convoluted. Any
information on how this can be handled would be very helpful.

The Editors note that state law may vary, so responses from Washington State would be
especially helpful.

Please submit comments to the e-Network Forum.

Ira A. Shulman, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Editor & Moderator
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The e-Network Forum is supported in part by the California Blood Bank Society (CBBS) and the American Red Cross Blood
Services (ARCBS) and endorses collegial discussion among blood banking and transfusion medicine professionals. However,
neither the CBBS nor the ARCBS in any way endorse the specific views and opinions expressed in the forum. The forum is not
intended as a substitute for medical or legal advice and the content should not be relied upon for any medical or legal
purposes. Readers should make their own determinations as to: (i) what constitutes appropriate medical, technical, and
administrative practices, and (ii) how best to comply with laws and regulations relevant to their questions. For the latter, they
should consider consulting, as to any medical matters, a qualified physician, and, as to any legal matters, an attorney familiar
with related state and federal laws. The user of the forum, by accessing same, assumes all risks arising out of such use and
releases CBBS and their respective members, directors, officers and agents from and against any loss, damage, claim or
liability arising out of such use of the Forum.
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