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A transfusion medicine physician in North Carolina reports that his hospital requires consent
for transfusion (infusion) of all plasma-derived blood products and derivatives. However, this policy
is up for debate by their Executive Committee. Consequently, the inquiring physician would like to
know if other institutions require consent for plasma derivatives such as IVIG or clotting factor
Contacts > concentrates?
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Jobs & Sale Listings < 1. A pathology resident in a training program in California reports that the issue of
informed consent is much larger than whether or not to obtain consent for plasma
Useful Links > derivatives. For example, she was recently performing a consultation in an operating room at

an academic medical center hospital, and while she was in the operating room the surgeon was
about to administer a blood product. The nurse reminded the surgeon that the patient was a
Member Area Login Jehovah’s Witness, and that the patient would not be inclined to accept a blood transfusion. From
this situation the resident concluded that if the surgeon had obtained consent from the patient
about blood transfusion therapy, it might be possible that the surgeon would have realized the
patient had a religious objection to transfusion therapy. However, it was not clear if the patient
would reject blood derivatives, such as albumin, clotting factors, IVIG, etc. What came out of this
experience is the realization that there is some confusion as to what blood products are
acceptable versus unacceptable to individuals who have a personal objection to
transfusion of blood products and/or related solutions.
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ADDENDA May 15, 2003

2. Editor's NOTE: The following earlier e-network discussions might be germane to the current
discussion:

Informed Consent for Transfusion of Blood Components and/or Plasma Derivatives
Does The Gann Act in California Require Informed Consent for Transfusion?

More on Documenting Gann Act Consent

Is an attending physician's countersignature required for transfusion consent forms?
Overriding a patient's request to refuse transfusion

... and the Patient's Guide to Blood Transfusions (based on a document developed by the California
Dept of Health Services, revised June 2006).

ADDENDA April 9, 2008

3. A colleague located at a healthcare system in Georgia would like to know if other hospitals
currently obtain informed consent for IVIG and albumin? If so, how is the consent
documented? Is a form used which is similar to that used to document consent for blood
products, or is a different form used? The inquiring colleague acknowledges that her hospital
does NOT obtain informed consent for IVIG, albumin, and other derivatives of human plasma or
recombinant products such as rFVIIa, rFVIII and rFIX.

Please submit comments to the e-Network Forum.

Lo Ira A. Shulman, MD

http://cbbsweb.org/enf/2003/consent_plasma_deriv.html Page 1 of 2


http://cbbsweb.org/enf/2001/consentblood.html
http://cbbsweb.org/enf/1999_2000/gannconsent.html
http://cbbsweb.org/enf/1999_2000/ganndoc2.html
http://cbbsweb.org/enf/2002/consentbldmdsign.html
http://cbbsweb.org/enf/2002/jehovahoverride.html
http://medbd.ca.gov/Pubs_Bloodtransfusion.htm
http://cbbsweb.org/enf/2003/consent_plasma_deriv.pdf
mailto:cbbs-network@mail.com
mailto:cbbs-network@mail.com

CBBS: Should consent for transfusion be required for plasma derivatives? 4/9/08 12:10 PM

v i CBBS e-Network Forum Editor & Moderator
“* Printable PDF of this

page W. Tait Stevens, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Assistant Editor & Moderator

The e-Network Forum is supported in part by the California Blood Bank Society (CBBS) and the American Red Cross Blood
Services (ARCBS) and endorses collegial discussion among blood banking and transfusion medicine professionals. However,
neither the CBBS nor the ARCBS in any way endorse the specific views and opinions expressed in the forum. The forum is not
intended as a substitute for medical or legal advice and the content should not be relied upon for any medical or legal
Posted: May 13, 2003 purposes. Readers should make their own determinations as to: (i) what constitutes appropriate medical, technical, and
administrative practices, and (ii) how best to comply with laws and regulations relevant to their questions. For the latter, they
Addenda: May 14 & 15, 2003; should consider consulting, as to any medical matters, a qualified physician, and, as to any legal matters, an attorney familiar
April 9, 2008 with related state and federal laws. The user of the forum, by accessing same, assumes all risks arising out of such use and
releases CBBS and their respective members, directors, officers and agents from and against any loss, damage, claim or
Link Updated: Aug. 15, 2006; liability arising out of such use of the Forum.
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