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Should perfusionists in the operating room be allowed to administer units of
blood?

A transfusion medicine physician in Southern California reports that her hospital wants to
change their Blood Administration Policy to allow perfusionists in the operating room to 'hang' units of
blood. Apparently, the hospital's current Blood Administration Policy requires that "licensed" personnel
hang blood products. This is problematic, since (according to the inquiring physician) perfusionists are
"credentialed" but not "licensed". The inquiring physician is of the opinion that none of the following
documents requires that a blood product must be hung only by a licensed individual: the AABB
Standards, the Technical Manual, the CAP Transfusion Medicine Checklist. She wants to know if other
hospitals allow perfusionists to hang blood products.

The following responses were received.

ADDENDA Sept. 9, 2003

1. A blood banker from Michigan states: "Yes, we allow perfusionists to hang blood, provided they
have been trained and have passed a competency assessment examination. Here is the pertinent
section from our Blood Transfusion Policies and Standard Practices book."

STEPS THAT MUST BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO BLOOD TRANSFUSION

● Verify physician's orders for transfusion and premedication
● Verify patient/component identification at the bedside.

Before transfusion, the identification of the unit, using the label on the bag and the Transfusion
Record Form, must be checked by two people at the patient's bedside against the identification
of the intended blood recipient using the patient wristband. This step must never be bypassed. This is
to be performed by qualified individuals such as a physician and registered nurse, two registered
nurses, or by a registered nurse and a licensed practical nurse. Non-physician transfusionists and
anyone who assists in double-checking the units (i.e. physician assistants, perfusion technicians,
anesthesia allied health technicians, and emergency department technicians) must also complete
the "Blood Transfusion Policies" course and examination. These two individuals must sign the
Transfusion Record Form before blood transfusion is initiated.

2. A blood banker in Missouri reports that at his institution they perform 600 heart surgeries per
year. Their perfusioninsts are responsible for all the cell-saver/washing, are allowed to hang the
blood, and have done so for years. The responding Missourian reports that his institution is
accredited by CAP, AABB, and JCAHO and is compliant with the state requirements.
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Please submit comments to the e-Network Forum.

Ira A. Shulman, MD
CBBS e-Network Forum Editor & Moderator

Posted: September 2, 2002

Addenda: Sept. 9, 2002

Link Fix: July 18, 2003

The e-Network Forum is supported by the California Blood Bank Society (CBBS) and endorses collegial discussion among blood
banking and transfusion medicine professionals. However, the CBBS does not necessarily endorse the specific views and opinions
expressed in the forum. The forum is not intended as a substitute for medical or legal advice and the content should not be
relied upon for any medical or legal purposes. Readers should make their own determinations as to: (i) what constitutes
appropriate medical, technical, and administrative practices, and (ii) how best to comply with laws and regulations relevant to
their questions. For the latter, they should consider consulting, as to any medical matters, a qualified physician, and, as to any
legal matters, an attorney familiar with related state and federal laws. The user of the forum, by accessing same, assumes all
risks arising out of such use and releases CBBS and their respective members, directors, officers and agents from and against
any loss, damage, claim or liability arising out of such use of the forum.
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